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ON THE SITUATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHILE 

Surnmary: 

The attached External document represents a surnmary of Amnesty International's 
concerns in Chile. It was submitted to the 41st session of the Cornmission on 
Human Rights on 12 March 1985 . 

Recommended Actions: 

1. Sections/Coordination Groups may distribute the attached document to the 
media in their own countries and to others seeking information on Amnesty 
International's concerns in Chile. 

2 . Sections are requested to bring this document to the attention of 
Refugee and CAT coordinators for information. 
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41st session UN Commission on Human Rights 

Agenda item 5 DELIVERED: 12 March 1985 

Oral Intervention by Amnesty International: 
Situation of human rights in Chile 

[During 1984 Amnesty International made substantial information on 
violations of human rights in Chile available to the Special Rapporteur on 
the situation of human rights in that country.] Since there is no report 
from the new Special Rapporteur presenting the substance of the deteriorating 
human rights situation in Chile, Amnesty International wishes to bring its 
concerns directly to the attention of the Cornmission. 

[As recently as] 14 December 1984, the General Assembly of the United 
Nations [examined the report it had before it by the Special Rapporteur and 
was moved], in resolution 39/121, to express "its profound distress at the 
persistence of and increase in serious and systematic violations of human 
rights in Chile." This was the latest of many resolutions adopted by this 
Cornmission and the General assembly expressing such concern. The concern is 
justified, Mr Chairman. 

Since the first half of 1984, [covered by the report of the Special 
Rapporteur submitted to the 39th session of the General Assembly,] Amnesty 
International has recorded multiple serious instances of human rights 
violations directed against most sectors of Chilean society. Victims have 
included teachers, trade unionists, shanty-town dwellers, lawyers, doctors, 
peasants, human rights activists, students and members of the church. Human 
rights violations have been facilitated by the continuing enforcement of 
emergency legislation, such as the State of Emergency - Transitory Provision 
24 of the Constitution and, since November 1984, the reimposition of the 
State of Siege, which had been in force until 1978. 

Mr Chairman, the systematic use of torture of detainees in Chile which 
Amnesty International has abundantly documented over the past years has 
continued unabated in recent months with tragic consequences. At least two 
people are reported to have died under torture. Juan Aguirre Ballesteros 
was said to have been arrested on 4 September with others and taken to a 
police station. Amnesty International received the testimony of one witness 
who maintains that he was present while uniformed police (carabineros) 
interrogated and tortured Juan Aguirre with electricity. The authorities, 
however, denied Juan Aguirre's detention and he remained "disappeared" until 
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24 October 1984, when his headless and mutilated corpse was found by a stream. 
By the end of the year, nobody had be en arrested in connection with the 
killing. 

In another case, Mario Fernández López, a member of the Christian Democrat 
Party, died on 18 October after being taken with serious internal injuries to 
a hospital from a CNI detention centre. He had been arrested the previous 
day in the northern city of Ovalle. 

An investigation into his death was initially undertaken by a civilian 
judge who concluded that there was prima facie evidence to cornmit two CNI 
agents for trial and ordered their detention. However, a military judge 
later ordered their irnmediate release on grounds that there was not enough 
evidence against them. 

In the first weeks of 1985 the deaths of two more detainees (Carlos 
Godoy and Patricio Manzano) were reported to Amnesty International. The 
circumstances of their deaths, as reported to Amnesty International, strongly 
suggest that the deaths were a direct result of torture or other ill-treatment 
by security forces. 

The way that investigations into official complaints have be en handled 
by the authorities indicated that torture is, in fact, condoned at the highest 
levels of Chilean government. 

Mr Chairman, 

When the State of Siege was declared in November, the Minister of the 
Interior stated that "it would only affect terrorists" ("afectará solamente 
a los terroristas"). However, in the days and weeks that followed thousands 
of people living in shanty towns were detained in operations which involved 
the armed forces and all branches of the security forces. Stadiums were 
used to hold and interrogate the thousands arrested. Most were later 
released but several hundred were relegado (banished to a remote part of the 
country for three months without charge or right to appeal to the courts), 
including dozens of community leaders whom Amnesty International considered 
to be prisoners of conscience. Relegación also affected three medical doctors 
known for their work involving the treatment and rehabilitation of torture 
victims and other human rights work, and several lawyers who specialized in 
the defence of political prisoners. 

[Amnesty International also received reports of individual s being killed 
in circumstances where the authorities alleged the victims had been planting 
bombs or in what were said to be armed confrontations with members of the 
security forces. However, allegations receivéd by the organization contra
dicted these official versions, and has lead the organization to conclude 
that in sorne of these incidents the dead may have been victims of extra
judicial executions carried out by the security forces.] 

The Cornmission should also note the statements by an alleged ex-member of 
the security forces, made public in December 1984, about the fate of sorne 650 
detainees who had "disappeared" since 1973. Andres Valenzuela Morales stated 
that many of the victims had been shot and buried in clandestine graves. 
Others, he said, had been drugged and thrown from an aeroplane into the sea, 
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and their stomachs had been cut open so that their bodies would not surface. 
His testimony was handed over to the Supreme Court in December, but it 
rejected a petition to appoint a special investigating judge. 

Amnesty International believes that the serious allegations made by 
Valenzuela must be the subject of a thorough and independent investigation 
by the Chilean authorities. Continuing refusal by the authorities to 
clarify the fate of the "disappeared" would further prolong the anguish and 
sorrow of those families affected. 

Amnesty International was also concerned that death sentences were 
recommended for a total of 17 prisoners during 1984, 15 of whom were accused 
of politically motivited crimes. Two executions took place recently in 
Chile. 

[In particular, the death penalty has been requested by the Military 
Prosecutor Lor three of the five people being tried under military war 
tribunals. Amnesty International does not believe that these tribunals 
provide effective guarantees for a fair and impartial trial as the proceedings 
are surnmary; the right to defence is limited to the reading out of a written 
statement; there is no right of appeal to any higher tribunal and sentence 
is confirmed by a military cornmander. Civilian courts have no role to play.] 

Mr Chairman, the situation disclosed by this information is serious. 
It is, therefore, the view of Amnesty International that there should be no 
diminution in the corresponding seriousness with which the relevant organs of 
the United Nations treat the problem. Accordingly, Amnesty International 
trusts that the outcome of the present debate adequately reflect this need. 

Thank you, Mr Chairman. 




