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4 The Belfast and vistrict [rades Union Couneil protests most g 4{?

strongly against the destruetion of the democratically elected Government in
Chile by a brutal and reactionary military junta acting on behalf of the ex-
ploiters of the Chilean people and especially the intermational monopolies.

The Allende Government had expropriated the intermational
monopolies, nationalised the large banks, established for the first time a pub-
lic sector in the economy, carried out & land reform in the interests of the
landlesg peasants, had largely overcome the chronic unemployment which had al-
ways afflicted the people under former Administrations and had, for the first
time in the history of the people of that country, given the working class the

.opportunity of building a society of peace and progress.

The military junta is responsible for the mirder of Presi-
dent Allende and thousands of others who supported democretic gevernment, it
has imprisoned and tortured thousands of others, it has outlawed the trade
unions and all polit.eal parties, made bonfires of progressive and educational
books and literature, including the poems and writings of the Chilean Nobel
Peace Frize winner, the late Pablo Neruda.

‘ The orimes of the militery junta will go down in history
alongside those of the Germen fascists. But the wotking class and progress-
ive peasantry of Chile will rise a8gtine To emdble them to do this as quickly
&8s possible they must be given the support of progressive movements, especially
the trade unions, and persons everywhere. The Belfast Tredes Union Council
calls upon the British Government to cease forthwith its recognition of the
military m Junta as the le.al government of Chile. It calls upon the
British and Irish Trade Union Congresses to take steps towards that end. It
8lso o2lls upon the intermatioral trede union centres to act together immed-

iately in defence of the common people of Chile.
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